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OVERVIEW 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

In this article we overview a recent 
rail grinding demonstration we 
attended 

Recently we were invited by Thermit 

Australia – part of the Goldschmidt 

Thermit Rail service of Germany – to 

attend a demonstration day of the latest 

Rail Grinder machine (the Autech 7000 

series). The demo was held at the 

Preston Tram Depot. Thermit’s 

Managing Director Dr. Ron Moller 

briefly spoke on the history of Thermit 

on a worldwide basis and how they 

developed the Thermit welding 

process. Dr. Moller also explained how 

Thermit was expanding their product 

profile through the parent company 

Goldschmidt Rail service in Germany 

which incorporates Rail Grinding and 

Rail Measurement Systems products 

and services. 

Thermit also informed us they have 

been awarded a contract to grind Yarra 

Trams tracks including the pre/post 

measurement of the tracks, 

concentrating on the removal of track 

corrugations.  

Dr. Moller introduced Mr. Hans-Peter 
Moller, Director of Autech Switzerland 
who manufacture the grinding 
equipment including the Measuring 
Systems that Thermit are using on 
Yarra’s Tracks.  
 
Mr. Moller presented the range of 
grinding machines from the basic hand 
grinder to the latest grinding machine - 
the Autech 8000  - that will use milling 
cutters in lieu of grinding stones, a 
relatively new concept for rail use. 
 

 

 
After high class sandwiches, gourmet 

salads, and networking with industry 

colleagues we moved outside and 

viewed the operation of the Autech 

7000 grinding machine doing actual 

grinding on a test track at the Tram 

Depot made available by Yarra Trams. 

The machine is user friendly, does not 

produce excessive grinding sparks or 

dust, with noise levels below 89 Dba. It 

will be interesting to see the results of 

using this type of grinder on Yarra’s 

tracks as the Tram tracks in Melbourne 

in particular the CBD area.  Thanks 

Brian Crawford, Southern Region Sales 

rep for Thermit for the invite – and also 

for the excellent showbag! 

Ian O’Brien 
McLeod Rail Operations Manager 
E:  ian.obrien@mcleodrail.com.au  

 

Changing grinding wheels on Autech 7000 during 
Melbourne demonstration in June 2010 
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WHATS NEW OUR PEOPLE 

Rail Safety Kit 
One of our private siding clients 
recently asked if we could supply  a 
safety kit comprising two Signaller 
Railway Torches (showing 
white/red/green LED) and 2 sets of 
flags.  

 

The weather resistant Signaller 
Railway Torch combines a Signal 
Lantern and Torch functions.  The 
unit has an adjustable stand and is 
re-chargeable with up to 30 hours of 
battery life. Each unit comes with 
both an AC and an Automotive 
Battery Charger 

 

Item Cost exc 

GST 

Signaller Railway Torch $293.75 ea 

Red or Green Railway 

Flags 

$27.00 ea 

Railway Safety Kit 

Comprising:- 

- 2 x Torches 

- 2 red flags 

- 2 green flags 

$695.50 

If you would like to place an order 

email  admin@mcleodrail.com.au . 

 

 

Derailer Project  
We are currently developing  

manufacturing, installation, operation 

and servicing standards for manual 

derailers.  As part of this project we 

are interested in developing better 

records of the installed manual 

derailers in customer’s facilities. 

We are also interested in gathering 

information about derailment 

incidents to assist in development of 

standards.   We will be in touch at 

some point to discuss your derailers 

with you.   

 

 

Point Cleaning 
Buddies 
We have implemented a buddy 

system for points and turnouts 

inspections and cleaning. Our policy 

is that two people must attend every 

worksite.  

While both team members will be 

actively involved in the inspection 

and cleaning process, at all times 

one is nominated as the lookout to 

ensure the safety of the team.  The 

lookout function alternates between 

the team members throughout the 

course of the day. 

If you have any comments or 

suggestions on this policy contact 

Ian O’Brien on 

ian.obrien@mcleodrail.com.au 

. 
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DANIEL WILD 

Track Labourer 

Daniel joined McLeod Rail in 

February 2010 after spending 

several years overseas. 

Best part of job?  

Working outdoors.  

Worst part of job?  

The cold ï we worked at 
Hastings recently and it was 
bloody freezing! 
 
Funniest moment at McLeod 
Rail?  

 

When I am swinging the 

hammer and the other guys are 

ñcheering me onò and hoping I 

miss the dog spikes! 

 

While on a working holiday in 

the UK Daniel tried many 

different jobs including 

plumbing, painting, carpentry 

and electrical. He also worked 

as a barman at The Cavern 

where the Beatles played their 

first gig and another 300 or so 

gigs as well! 

In his spare time Daniel keeps 

fit with many sports including 

boxing and competed in his first 

amateur bout recently.  
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