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MESSAGE FROM THE
OPERATIONS MANAGER

In this article we summarise some of
the many local rail or transport
events scheduled over coming
months.

There seems to be a LOT of
conference activity coming up with a
distinctly transport related theme. |
thought | was lucky to attend the
AusRail Conference in Adelaide late
last year, but now we are spoilt for
choice. The following have come
across our desk in the last few weeks
alone:

e Industry Briefing on Victorian
Transport Plan on 26 February at
Department of Transport

e Rail Suppliers Innovation Forum on
5 March at 55 Collins Street
(www.ara.net.au)

e Rail Safety Conference on 10-11
March at Langham Hotel
(www.railsafetyconference.com.au)

e UrbanRAIL conference on 5-6 May
at RACV Club
(www.informa.com.au/urbanrail)

e Victorian Transport Infrastructure
Conference on 1-2 June at Crown
(www.vtic.vicconference.com.au)

Naturally there are also so many
dinners, networking coffee breaks and
pre conference workshops on offer, |
expect | will leave short of business
cards and long on a few kilos.

It was clearly pretty shattering for the
NSW rail users and contractors to
receive the news the Sydney Metro
project was cancelled. The presenters
at the 26 Feb DoT Briefing on the VTP
(that’s the “Victorian Transport Plan” for
the uninitiated) were at pains to point

MCLEOD RAIL NEWS Edition 3 February 2010

out that Victoria has an excellent record
in &) announcing and b) actually
building major infrastructure projects.
We do suspect they were having a
crack at NSW and the Metro decision!

They told us Melbourne’s own metro,
an extension of the underground loop
to Parkville is being subject to a
rigorous business case phase, which
will include a south eastern loop as a
second stage as well, with both
business cases to be developed
concurrently. The majority of projects
announced at the briefing had a rail
component which is promising for our
sector.

On the staff front, in February we
welcomed a new employee Daniel
Wild. Dan has been training as a track
labourer, and will also support Stive
Jovanovski our Points Inspector who is
profiled in this edition of McLeod News.

Daniel spent quite a few years
travelling including a stint working in
the UK. Welcome Dan!

lan O’Brien
McLeod Rail Operations Manager
E: ian.obrien@mcleodrail.com.au
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Admin matters

Our trusty Admin Manager Glenda
Naudi is disappearing to Bali with
husband Richard for 2 weeks, with
her final day Wednesday 3 March,
returning Monday 22 March. During
that time we are pleased that Erin of
Black Forest Office Systems - our IT
and payroll consultants - will be
sitting in Glenda’s chair. Erin’s
contact details are mobile 0407 401
406 and her email is
office@bfos.com.au.

Who do we
associate with?

McLeod Rail and staff are members
of the following associations which
are also listed on our website with
links:

Australasian Railway Association
www.ara.net.au

Institute of Quarrying Australia
www.guarry.com.au

Australian Institute of Company
Directors www.aicd.com.au

Victorian Railways
Institute

During a tour of historic Flinders
Street Station recently we met Jenny
Gamble, whose role is Marketing of
Membership for VRI — Victorian
Railways Institute. Jenny tells us that
VRI will celebrate 100 years in May
this year, being formed last century
by the then Victorian Railways ffor
the education of employers in
railway technical subjects and to
encourage social interaction
between employeesa Check out the
photo below of Flinders Street’s
famous but sadly decaying ballroom
which we were allowed to visit during
the tour. This is where the young
railway staff were provided social
opportunities by their employer we
can only dream of! The VRI has
asked McLeod Rail to let you know
about them and inform you that from
the beginning the VRI has changed
with the times and today is leisure
focussed, offering team sports and
discounted accommodation. (We
say... but you were clearly leisure
focussed 100 years ago too!) For
further information check out
www.vri.org.au or call 9610 7100.
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WHATS NEW OUR PEOPLE

STIVE JOVANOVSKI

Stive oversees all of our points
and turnout inspections, cleaning
and maintenance works.

How many sets of points do
you inspect and clean in a
month?

About 400 to 500.
Best part of job?

Working independently and
autonomously.

Worst part of job?
Grease!

Funniest moment at McLeod
Rail?

Working on the track between
Korumburra and Leongatha.
There were hundreds of flies on
Johnds back whic
to fly around him and make him
frustrated!

Stive is devoted to his young
family, and is looking forward to
a well deserved US holiday later
this year with planned
destinations including Disneyland
and Las Vegas.
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